Doing this series we have found how prevalent the Bible Characters of
Abraham, Issac and Jacob are in the New Testament. Jesus, Peter, Paul,
James and John all referenced them in giving you and I examples of
Faith, Obedience, Disobedience etc.

Starting in Genesis, God has shown us how the faith of Abraham (faith
without acts of obedience leads to death James 2) caused him to leave
where he was living and his way of living (not sinful buy literal) to a
place he didn’t know.

Hebrews 11:8-10 AMPC

8 [Urged on] by faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed and went
forth to a place which he was destined to receive as an inheritance, and
he went, although he did not know or trouble his mind about where he
was to go.

9 [Prompted] by faith he dwelt as a temporary resident in the land which
was designated in the promise [of God, though he was like a stranger] in
a strange country, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs with
him of the same promise.

10 For he was [waiting expectantly and confidently] looking forward to
the city which has fixed and firm foundations, whose Architect and
Builder is God.

We read in God’s Word that Abraham was the first Hebrew mentioned in
the Bible. Issac and Ishmael was the beginning of good and evil or the
pathways to the God of the Bible or Allah, the god of Islam. Then the
birth of Jacob and Esau which is the beginning of two people groups, the
jewish people and Arab people.
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Over the last few parts of this series we looked at God’s Words in the
Old and New Testament regarding living a life by faith which goes hand
in hand with habitual obedience. There is our initial salvation, the
decision to follow Christ, the conscience decision and realization that we
need a savior because we are a sinner.

Then, after that decision comes the divine nature change, becoming
more and more like Jesus through the reading of His Word, hearing the
preaching and teaching of the entire Word and the aligning of our sprit
man with HIM.

God’s Word 1s very clear to you and I about the consequences of after
making a decision to follow Christ, if we do not continue in goring in the
knowledge of who HE is, being obedient to His Commands that by our
own actions we can walk away from God.

How we live our life after our initial salvation is what Jesus, Peter, Paul,
James and John address in the New Testament.

James 2:17-26 AMPC

17 So also faith, if it does not have works (deeds and actions of
obedience to back it up), by itself is destitute of power (inoperative,
dead).

18 But someone will say [to you then], You [say you] have faith, and I
have [good] works. Now you show me your [alleged] faith apart from
any [good] works [if you can], and I by [good] works [of obedience]
will show you my faith.

19 You believe that God is one; you do well. So do the demons believe
and shudder [in terror and horror such as [aJmake a man's hair stand
on end and contract the surface of his skin]!

20 Are you willing to be shown [proof], you foolish (unproductive,
spiritually deficient) fellow, that faith apart from [good] works is
inactive and ineffective and worthless?
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21 Was not our forefather Abraham [shown to be] justified (made
acceptable to God) by [his] works when he brought to the altar as an
offering his [own] son Isaac?

22 You see that [his] faith was cooperating with his works, and [his]
faith was completed and reached its supreme expression [when he
implemented it] by [good] works.

23 And [so] the Scripture was fulfilled that says, Abraham believed in
(adhered to, trusted in, and relied on) God, and this was accounted to
him as righteousness (as conformity to God's will in thought and deed),
and he was called God s friend.

24 You see that a man is justified (pronounced righteous before God)
through what he does and not alone through faith [through works of
obedience as well as by what he believes].

25 So also with Rahab the harlot—was she not shown to be justified
(pronounced righteous before God) by [good] deeds when she took in
the scouts (spies) and sent them away by a different route?

26 For as the human body apart from the spirit is lifeless, so faith apart
from [its] works of obedience is also dead.

Note:
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We have studied Abraham and Isaac and the reasons why Jesus and the
New Testament writers referred to him not only to the Jewish people but
the Gentiles and the New Testament church. We are going to finish the
series by looking at the life of Jacob.

As we studied, Jacob’s life began with a struggle. As a twin in the womb
with Esau, he jostled for position and was born grasping his brother’s
heel. Jacob’s name is translated as “he deceives” in Genesis 25.

When his mother, Rebekah, asked God during her pregnancy what was
happening to her, God told her that there were two nations within her
womb who would become divided (Jewish and Arab people) One would
be stronger than the other, and the older would serve the younger.

Genesis 25:23 AMPC

23 The Lord said to her, [The founders of] two nations are in your
womb, and the separation of two peoples has begun in your body; the
one people shall be stronger than the other, and the elder shall serve the
younger.

Genesis 25:23 KJV

23 And the Lord said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two
manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels, and the one
people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve
the younger.

God’s Word or the Bible, tell us that Esau became a skilled hunter and
loved to be outside while Jacob was content to stay at home among the
tents.

Genesis 25:27 AMPC

27 When the boys grew up, Esau was a cunning and skilled hunter, a
man of the outdoors, but Jacob was a plain and quiet man, dwelling in
tents.
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Esau, being a hunter, was his father’s favorite as Isaac loved the wild
game Esau brought home, while Jacob was favored by his mother

Genesis 25:28 AMPC
28 And Isaac loved [and was partial to] Esau, because he ate of Esau's
game; but Rebekah loved Jacob.

This destructive favoritism would follow the family into the next
generation, most notably with Jacob’s son Joseph. Jacob’s favoritism for
Joseph along with Joseph’s habitual obedience to God caused great
resentment among his brothers and nearly cost Joseph his life.

In part 10 we left off when Isaac was old and his eyesight faded, he
thought he was near to his death and made arrangements with Esau to
pass on to him the blessings due to the firstborn son.

Genesis 27:1-4 AMPC

1 When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could not see, he
called Esau his elder son, and said to him, My son! And he answered
him, Here I am.

2 He said, See here now,; I am old, I do not know when I may die.

3 So now, I pray you, take your weapons, your [arrows in a] quiver and
your bow, and go out into the open country and hunt game for me,

4 And prepare me appetizing meat, such as I love, and bring it to me,
that I may eat of it, [preparatory] to giving you my blessing [as my
firstborn] before I die.

When Rebekah found out what Isaac was going to do, she devised a plan
to deceive Isaac into blessing Jacob instead. Esau vowed he would kill
Jacob for this as soon as the period of mourning for his father’s death

ended.

Genesis 27:41 AMPC

41 And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father
blessed him,; and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning for my
father are very near. When [he is gone] I will kill my brother Jacob.
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As it turned out, his father did not die for about another twenty years

Genesis 35:27-29 AMPC

27 And Jacob came to Isaac his father at Mamre or Kiriath-arba, that is, Hebron,
where Abraham and Isaac had sojourned.

28 Now the days of Isaac were 180 years.

29 And Isaac’s spirit departed; he died and was gathered to his people, being an
old man, satisfied and satiated with days; his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.

Going back to Genesis 27...Rebekah became aware of Esau’s plan to
kill his brother and warned Jacob. Rebekah also told Isaac that Jacob
should find himself a wife from among his own people, so Isaac sent
Jacob to his uncle Laban who lived in their ancestral home of Haran.

Genesis 27:43 AMPC
43 So now, my son, do what I tell you, arise, flee to my brother Laban in
Haran.

During Jacob’s trip to see uncle Laban, he had a dream of a ladder to
heaven with God at the top and angels ascending and descending. This
imagery is mirrored in Jesus’ words to His disciple Nathanael (John
1:51)

Genesis 28:10-22 AMPC

10 And Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran.

11 And he came to a certain place and stayed there overnight, because
the sun was set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his
head and lay down there to sleep.

12 And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the
top of it reached to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and
descending on it!

13 And behold, the Lord stood over and beside him and said, I am the
Lord, the God of Abraham your father [forefather] and the God of
Isaac; I will give to you and to your descendants the land on which you
are lying.
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14 And your offspring shall be as [countless as] the dust or sand of the
ground, and you shall spread abroad to the west and the east and the
north and the south; and by you and your Offspring shall all the families
of the earth be blessed and bless themselves.

15 And behold, I am with you and will keep (watch over you with care,
take notice of) you wherever you may go, and I will bring you back to
this land; for I will not leave you until I have done all of which I have
told you.

16 And Jacob awoke from his sleep and he said, Surely the Lord is in
this place and I did not know it.

17 He was afraid and said, How to be feared and reverenced is this
place! This is none other than the house of God, and [a]this is the
gateway to heaven!

18 And Jacob rose early in the morning and took the stone he had put
under his head, and he set it up for a pillar (a monument to the vision in
his dream), and he poured oil on its top [in dedication].

19 And he named that place Bethel [the house of God],; but the name of
that city was Luz at first.

20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, If God will be with me and will keep
me in this way that I go and will give me food to eat and clothing to
wear,

21 So that I may come again to my father s house in peace, then the Lord
shall be my God;

22 And this stone which I have set up as a pillar (monument) shall be
Gods house [a sacred place to me], and of all [the increase of
possessions] that You give me I will give the tenth to You.

God gave Jacob the assurance of His presence and reiterated His
promise to Abraham. As a result of this dream/encounter with God,
Jacob renamed the place “Bethel,” meaning “house of God,” and he
vowed to serve God.

John 1:1-25 AMPC

1 In the beginning [before all time] was the Word (Christ), and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God Himself.

2 He was present originally with God.
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3 All things were made and came into existence through Him,; and
without Him was not even one thing made that has come into being.

4 In Him was Life, and the Life was the Light of men.

5 And the Light shines on in the darkness, for the darkness has never
overpowered it [put it out or absorbed it or appropriated it, and is
unreceptive to it/.

6 There came a man sent from God, whose name was John.

7 This man came to witness, that he might testify of the Light, that all
men might believe in it [adhere to it, trust it, and rely upon it] through
him.

8 He was not the Light himself, but came that he might bear witness
regarding the Light.

9 There it was—the true Light [was then] coming into the world [the
genuine, perfect, steadfast Light] that illumines every person.

10 He came into the world, and though the world was made through
Him, the world did not recognize Him [did not know Him].

11 He came to that which belonged to Him [to His own—His domain,
creation, things, world], and they who were His own did not receive
Him and did not welcome Him.

12 But to as many as did receive and welcome Him, He gave the
authority (power, privilege, right) to become the children of God, that is,
to those who believe in (adhere to, trust in, and rely on) His name—

13 Who owe their birth neither to [c]bloods nor to the will of the flesh
[that of physical impulse] nor to the will of man [that of a natural
father], but to God. [They are born of God!]

14 And the Word (Christ) became flesh (human, incarnate) and
tabernacled (fixed His tent of flesh, lived awhile) among us; and we

[actually] saw His glory (His honor, His majesty), such glory as an
only begotten son receives from his father, full of grace (favor, loving-

kindness) and truth.
15 John testified about Him and cried out, This was He of Whom I said,

He Who comes after me has priority over me, for He was before me. [He
takes rank above me, for He existed before I did. He has advanced
before me, because He is my Chief.]
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16 For out of His fullness (abundance) we have all received [all had a
share and we were all supplied with] one grace after another and
spiritual blessing upon spiritual blessing and even favor upon
favor and gift [heaped] upon gift.

17 For while the Law was given through Moses, grace ([d]Junearned,
undeserved favor and spiritual blessing) and truth came through Jesus
Christ.

18 No man has ever seen God at any time; the only [elunique
Son, or [f]the only begotten God, Who is in the bosom [in the intimate
presence] of the Father, He has declared Him [He has revealed Him and
brought Him out where He can be seen, He has interpreted Him and He
has made Him known].

19 And this is the testimony of John when the Jews sent priests and
Levites to him from Jerusalem to ask him, Who are you?

20 He confessed (admitted the truth) and did not try to conceal it, but

acknowledged, I am not the Christ!
21 They asked him, What then? Are you Elijah? And he said, I am

not! Are you the Prophet? And he answered, No!

22 Then they said to him, Who are you? Tell us, so that we may give an
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?

23 He said, I am the voice of one crying aloud in the wilderness [the
voice of one shouting in the desert], Prepare the way of the Lord [level.

straighten out, the path of the Lord], as the prophet Isaiah said.

24 The messengers had been sent from the Pharisees.

25 And they asked him, Why then are you baptizing if you are not the
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?

Note: The Bible says this about John the Baptist...

John 1:6 AMPC
6 There came a man sent from God, whose name was John.

This is what Jesus had to say about John...
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Matthew 11:7-11 AMPC

7 Then as these men went their way, Jesus began to speak to the crowds
about John: What did you go out in the wilderness (desert) to see? A
reed swayed by the wind?

8 What did you go out to see then? A man clothed in soft garments?
Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in the houses of kings.

9 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one

[out of the common, more eminent, more remarkable, and] superior to

a prophet.
10 This is the one of whom it is written, Behold, I send My messenger

ahead of You, who shall make ready Your way before You.

11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen
anyone greater than John the Baptist, yet he who is least in the kingdom
of heaven is greater than he.

John’s father, Priest or Pastor Zachariah was also told by an angel of
who his son would be which was written in the Old Testament.

Luke 1:5-17 AMPC

5 In the days when Herod was king of Judea there was a certain priest
whose name was Zachariah, [a]of the daily service (the division) of
Abia; and his wife was also a descendant of Aaron, and her name was
Elizabeth.

6 And they both were righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly
in all the commandments and requirements of the Lord.

7 But they had no child, for Elizabeth was barren; and both were [b]far
advanced in years.

8 Now while on duty, serving as priest before God in the order of his
division,

9 As was the custom of the priesthood, it fell to him by lot to enter
[the [c]sanctuary of] the temple of the Lord and burn incense.

10 And all the throng of people were praying outside [in the court] at the
hour of incense [burning].

11 And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right
side of the altar of incense.
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12 And when Zachariah saw him, he was troubled, and fear took
possession of him.

13 But the angel said to him, Do not be afraid, Zachariah, because your
petition [d]was heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you must call his name John [God is favorable].

14 And you shall have joy and exultant delight, and many will rejoice
over his birth,

15 For he will be great and distinguished in the sight of the Lord. And he
must drink no wine nor strong drink, and he will be filled
with and controlled by the Holy Spirit even [e]in and from his mother s
womb.

16 And he will turn back and cause to return many of the sons of Israel
to the Lord their God,

17 And he will [himself] go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah,
to turn back the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the
disobedient and incredulous and unpersuadable to the wisdom of the
upright [which is [f]the knowledge and holy love of the will of God]—in
order to make ready for the Lord a people [perfectly] prepared [in
spirit, [g]adjusted and disposed and placed in the right moral state].

Jesus declared this is that about John, referring back to the Old
Testament along with the angel declaring to Johns own father, a pastor -
this is that which was spoken of by the “Never Wrong” Prophets.

Isaiah 40:3-5 AMPC

3 A voice of one who cries: Prepare in the wilderness the way of the
Lord [clear away the obstacles];, make straight and smooth in the desert
a highway for our God!

4 Every valley shall be lifted and filled up, and every mountain and hill
shall be made low; and the crooked and uneven shall be made
straight and level, and the rough places a plain.

5 And the glory (majesty and splendor) of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken
it.

Jesus is bringing forth not only Isaiah 40 but Malachi 3...
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Malachi 3:1 AMPC

1 Behold, I send My [a]messenger, and he shall prepare the way before
Me. And the Lord [the Messiah], Whom you seek, will suddenly come to
His temple; the Messenger or Angel of the covenant, Whom you desire,
behold, He shall come, says the Lord of hosts.

Back to John 1...

John 1:26-51 AMPC

26 John answered them, I [only] baptize [g]in (with) water. Among you
there stands One Whom you do not recognize and with Whom you are
not acquainted and of Whom you know nothing.

27 It is He Who, coming after me, is preferred before me, the string of
Whose sandal I am not worthy to unloose.

28 These things occurred in Bethany (Bethabara) across the Jordan
[[h]at the Jordan crossing], where John was then baptizing.

29 The next day John saw Jesus coming to him and said, Look! There is
the Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world!

30 This is He of Whom I said, After me comes a Man Who has priority
over me [Who takes rank above me] because He was before
me and existed before I did.

31 And 1 did not know Him and did not recognize Him [myself]; but it is
in order that He should be made manifest and be revealed to Israel [be
brought out where we can see Him/] that I came baptizing [i]in (with)
water.

32 John gave further evidence, saying, I have seen the Spirit descending
as a dove out of heaven, and it dwelt on Him [never to depart].

33 And I did not know Him nor recognize Him, but He Who sent me to
baptize [j]in (with) water said to me, Upon Him Whom you shall see the
Spirit descend and remain, that One is He Who baptizes with the Holy
Spirit.

34 And I have seen [that happen—I actually did see it] and my testimony
is that this is the Son of God!

35 Again the next day John was standing with two of his disciples,

36 And he looked at Jesus as He walked along, and said, Look! There is
the Lamb of God!
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37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Him.

38 But Jesus turned, and as He saw them following Him, He said to
them, What are you looking for? [And what is it you wish?] And they
answered Him, Rabbi—which translated is Teacher—where are You
staying?

39 He said to them, Come and see. So they went and saw where He was
staying, and they remained with Him [k] that day. It was then about the
tenth hour (about four o’clock in the afternoon).

40 One of the two who heard what John said and followed Jesus was
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.

41 He first sought out and found his own brother Simon and said to
him, We have found (discovered) the Messiah!—which translated is
the Christ (the Anointed One).

42 Andrew then led (brought) Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and
said, You are Simon son of John. You shall be called Cephas—which
translated is Peter [Stone].

43 The next day Jesus desired and decided to go into Galilee; and He
found Philip and said to him, Join Me as My attendant and follow Me.
44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the same city as Andrew and
Peter.

45 Philip sought and found Nathanael and told him, We have found

(discovered) the One Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote

about—Jesus from Nazareth, the [legal] son of Joseph!

Deuteronomy 18:15 AMPC
15 The Lord your God will raise up for you [a]a prophet (Prophet) from the midst

of your brethren like me [Moses]; to him you shall listen.

46 Nathanael answered him, [Nazareth!] Can anything good come out
of Nazareth? Philip replied, Come and see!

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him and said concerning him,
See! Here is an Israelite indeed [a true descendant of Jacob], in whom

there is no guile nor deceit nor falsehood nor duplicity!
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48 Nathanael said to Jesus, How do You know me? [How is it that You
know these things about me?] Jesus answered him, Before [ever]

Philip called you, when you were still under the fig tree, I saw you.
49 Nathanael answered, Teacher, You are the Son of God! You are the
King of Israel!

Note: The people of the day were starting to connect the dots regardless
of what their religious leaders were saying... the spiritual leaders were
lying, decieving and denying that the Word was being fulfilled.

Genesis 49:1-10 AMPC

1 And Jacob called for his sons and said, Gather yourselves together
[around me], that I may tell you what shall befall you in the
latter or last days.

2 Gather yourselves together and hear, you sons of Jacob; and hearken
to Israel your father.

3 Reuben, you are my [b]firstborn, my might, the beginning (the
firstfruits) of my manly strength and vigor; [your birthright gave you]
the preeminence in dignity and the preeminence in power.

4 But unstable and boiling over like water, you shall [c][not
excel and have the preeminence [of the firstborn], because you went to
your father s bed; you defiled it—he went to my couch!

5 Simeon and Levi are brothers [equally headstrong, deceitful,
vindictive, and cruel]; their swords are weapons of violence.

6 O my soul, come not into their secret council, unto their assembly let
not my honor be united [for I knew nothing of their plot], because in
their anger they slew men [an honored man, Shechem, and the
Shechemites], and in their self~will they disabled oxen.

7 Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce, and their wrath, for it was
cruel. I will divide them in Jacob and [d]scatter them in Israel.

8 Judah, you are the one whom your brothers shall praise; your hand
shall be on the neck of your enemies, your father s sons shall bow down
o you.
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9 Judah, a lion's cub! With the prey, my son, you have gone high up [the
mountain]. He stooped down, he crouched like a lion, and like a lioness
—who dares provoke and rouse him?

10 The scepter or leadership shall not depart from Judah, nor the
ruler’s staff from between his feet, until Shiloh [the Messiah, the
Peaceful Onel] comes to Whom it belongs, and to Him shall be the

obedience of the people.

Revelation 5:1-5 AMPC

1 And I saw lying on the open hand of Him Who was seated on the
throne a scroll (book) written within and on the back, closed and sealed
with seven seals;

2 And I saw a strong angel announcing in a loud voice, Who is worthy
to open the scroll? And [who is entitled and deserves and is morally fit]
to break its seals?

3 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth [in the realm of
the dead, Hades] was able to open the scroll or to take a [single] look at
Its contents.

4 And I wept audibly and bitterly because no one was found fit to open
the scroll or to inspect it.

3 Then one of the elders [[b]of the heavenly Sanhedrin] said to me
Stop weeping! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root (Source) o
David, has won (has overcome and conquered)! He can open the scroll

and break its seven seals!

Back to John 1...

30 Jesus replied, Because I said to you, I saw you beneath the fig tree,
do you believe in and rely on and trust in Me? You shall see greater
things than this!

51 Then He said to him, I assure you, most solemnly I tell you all, you
shall see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and

descending upon the Son of Man!

What is Jesus referring to here?
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Genesis 28:10-13 AMPC

10 And Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran.

11 And he came to a certain place and stayed there overnight, because
the sun was set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his
head and lay down there to sleep.

12 And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the
top of it reached to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and

descending on it!
13 And behold, the Lord stood over and beside him and said, I am the

Lord, the God of Abraham your father [forefather] and the God of

Isaac; I will give to you and to your descendants the land on which you
are lying.

Note:

#[®)  You can helps support this ministry by giving online at:
% https://www.grantwilliamsministry.com/donate

Ministry mailing address: Williams Global Ministries
143 Cadycentre #172
Northville, MI 48167

Check out more studies/sermons, current events, devotionals by going to:
https://www.grantwilliamsministry.com

Page 16 of 16



https://www.grantwilliamsministry.com/donate

